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A ‘FANTASTIC FALL DINNER

Well over 100 people attended the Fall Dinner held at
the Belle Fourche UCC on Nov. 9 —making it a
fantastic success and a chance for us to give back to
our community. It was truly a gathering for all walks
of life —its intended purpose. As we all look back, it’s
important to note that the success of this event could
not have occurred without the collaboration of our
congregation. We truly appreciate everyone who
helped facilitate the event, everyone who attended,
and want to give a special “thank you” to all our
members who took the time and energy to create a
delectable spread of soups and desserts.




The third annual First Congregational UCC Ladies
Luncheon is scheduled from 11:30 a.m. on Saturday,
Dec. 6 at Los Agaves Mexican Food Restaurant.

FINANCIALS
BELLE FOURCHE | OCTOBER 2025

Beginning Balance $43,298.39
Deposits $9,361.61
Expenses $6,085.79
End of month $46,574.21

MONTHLY EVENTS
‘AT A GLANCE’

e The Belle Fourche UCC Board of
Deacons will meet at 5:30 p.m.
on Dec. 3.

e Holy Communion will be offered
at both the Belle Fourche UCC
and the St. Onge UCC on Dec. 7.

e Our Youth Sunday School will be
held at 9:30 a.m. on Dec. 7.

e The Belle Fourche Board of
Trustees will meet at 5:30 p.m.
on Dec. 9.

e The Belle Fourche UCC
Nominating Committee will be
at 5 p.m. on Dec. 16.

e Join us for our “Coffee and
Conversation” immediately
following our services in Belle
Fourche on Dec. 7 and in St.
Onge on Dec. 14.

e Join us for the “Bethlehem in
Belle — A Living Nativity” event
to be held at 6:05 p.m. on
Sunday, Dec. 14 at the BF Global
Methodist Church, located at
1804 7t Ave. Please assure to
arrive a few minutes early.

e Our Blue Christmas Service is
scheduled for 5 p.m. on
Saturday, Dec. 20 at Belle
Fourche UCC. Join us for a quiet
and meditative service for all
those who have experienced
loss in their lives.
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BELLE FOUR CHE
Brent Scheele 5
Barb Embrey 14
LaDawn Hespe 14
Devin Stephens 27
Kevin Fuhrer 30

ST. ONGE

Helen Royall-McKeown 4

0
Homebound

Members

IN OUR THOUGHTS
& PRAYERS

Cheri Miller, Edgewood Vista
Betty Schnaible, Sundance Long
Term Care & Rehab
Lydell Koerner, Rolling Hills
Long Term Care
De Johnson, Hickory House
Apartments
Lanelle Cundall, The Village
(Rapid City)

To submit a prayer request, please call
(605) 892-3402,
or e-mail ucc.bfso@gmail.com

Ushers

Clay and Melanie Anderson
Brianne and Jesse Fox
Tessa and Cory Voyles

Greelers

Dec. 7 Dan and Sue Kokesh

Dec. 14 Mark and Marilyn Hespe
Dec.21 Clay and Melanie Anderson
Dec. 24 OPEN

Dec. 28 Keith and Carol Umenthum

Snow Bemoval,

Dec. 7-13 OPEN
Dec. 14-20  OPEN
Dec. 21-27 Clay Anderson
Dec. 28-Jan 3 OPEN

COFTEE & FELLOWSHIP

Belle Fourche -

Dec. 7 74
St. Onge e, -
Dec. 14 e (3¢ A

" Faili comes from heawingg the messagye, andd the
messagye is heawd tirougphy the word, ahoul Churist,”

Romans 10:17



A PILGRIMAGE
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Advent Study Session in December
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" COME,

THOU LONG EXPECTED

- JESUS

DECEMBER 7

We will focus on the theme of
“peace” and light the Bethlehem
Candle during our service. This is
a time where we encourage
reflection on personal and
communal peace, reconciliation,
and compassion. Matthew 3:1-12
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| T A LT ey The third week of Advent is
N\ ANN LANGFORD DUNCAN =/ known as “Gaudete Sunday” and

is traditionally represented by
lighting a pink candle on the

Join Pastor Chuck Aurand on a journey from “Advent-to- Advent wreath — which signifies
Christmas” as we read, “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus’ joy for the upcoming arrival of
—an Advent to Christmas Pilgrimage,” written by Andy Christ for the old prophecies are
Langford and Ann Langford Duncan. This four-week study being fulfilled. Matthew 11:2-11
session is scheduled for 7 p.m. on Dec. 3, 10, 17 and 23 in

the Comfort Room. DECEMBER 21

The fourth week of Advent is
about LOVE. Joseph is seeking to
DECEMBER SCRIPTURES shield his betrothed, Mary, from
the disgrace of being found with
child. And that is when God’s
messenger arrives with good
news. Matthew 1:18-25

Dec. 7 Matthew 3:1-12 Vision of Peace
Dec. 14 Matthew 11:2-11 Heartbeat of Justice
Dec. 21 Matthew 1:18-25 God with Us

Dec. 28 Matthew 22:13-23 Cosmic Praise
|




PLEASE JOIN US TO CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST THIS
HOLIDAY SEASON. OUR CHRISTMAS EVE SER VICES ARE SCHEDULED
FOR 4 PM. IN ST. ONGE AND AT 5:30 PM. IN BELLE FOUR CHE. CANDLES
AND GLOW STICKS WILL BE PROVIDED.

“ 3 "SERVICE
December L0h at 5/&.7%.

Join us for a quiet & meditative service for all .
those who have experienced loss in their life. Bethlehel nin Belle

A Living Nativity Returns to the Center of the Nation

Sunday December 14, 2025, at 6:05 pm
1804 7t Avenue, Belle Fourche, SD

‘ |
Ra¥ i
The true story of Christmas with
actors and animals will begin outside
and continue inside with songs and
” T scripture celebrating Christ’s hirth.

Be sure to arrive a few minutes
YO U T ” P RO G RAM ahead of the starting time.
Belle Fourche
SUNDAY, DEC. 21 |10 AM ey x

Come support and celebrate our youth!




Reverse Advent Food Calendar

December 2025
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Box of
healthy Peanut Pop Tarts | Canned Canned or
cereal butter vegetable dry beans | Dry pasta
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Canned Dry
Pasta Box of fish or Canned spice/seas | Kids’ snack | Dry soup
sauce crackers chicken fruit oning items mix
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Pack of
Juice Jar of Package of | Canned Macaroni
boxes applesauce | Gnocchi soup Baking mix | Oatmeal and cheese
21 22 23 24
Mayo or
Bag of rice | Miracle Hamburger
Whip Helper Jar of jelly
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Place each item in a box during Advent. Bring to church between Christmas and New Year’'s Day. Food will
be donated to Feeding South Dakota or our local food pantry.

Dec. 1 - Box of healthy cereal Dec.
Dec. 2 - Peanut butter Dec.
Dec. 3 - Pop Tarts Dec.
Dec. 4 -Canned vegetable (w/ pop top) Dec.
Dec. 5 -Canned or dry beans Dec.
Dec. 6 - Dry pasta Dec.
Dec. 7 - Pasta sauce Dec.
Dec. 8 - Box of crackers Dec.
Dec. 9 - Canned fish or chicken (w/ pop top) Dec.
Dec. 10 - Canned fruit (w/ pop top) Dec.
Dec. 11 - Dry spice/seasoning Dec.
Dec. 12 - Kids’ snack items Dec.

13 - Dry soup mix

14 - Pack of Juice boxes

15 - Jar of applesauce

16 - Package of Gnocchi

17 - Canned soup

18 - Baking mix that only needs water
19 - Oatmeal

20 - Macaroni and cheese

21 - Bag of rice

22 - Mayo or Miracle Whip

23 - Hamburger or Tuna Helper
24 - Jar of jelly




Diaconate Minutes 11/5/2025

Members in attendance; Margaret, Phyllis, Blake, Aurora, Marilyn,
Melanie, Pastor Chuck.

Pastor chuck led the opening prayer. Minutes were reviewed and
approved. Attendance for October was 204. A bill from Lynn’s for the
Pastor's 30t year celebration was approved for payment. Thanks to
Blake for donating the new Communion cup fillers.

Discussion was held concerning having a prayer list printed in the bulletin
each week as was done in the past, and how dropping the number of
Diaconate members from 9 to 6 has made covering Diaconate duties
noticeably more challenging. There will be a special Council Bylaw
meeting on Nov. 18 where this can be a topic for consideration.

Pastor Chuck reported on visitations made, meetings attended, Couples,
Bible Study, and Grief groups, special services for non-members, and
community activities attended. Nov. 21-28 will be a week of study leave
for Pastor Chuck. Sunday, Nov. 23 pulpit is tentatively filled.

Old Business:

Thanks to John, Carol, Steve, and Melanie for handing out pencils/candy
at the Spooktacular, and to Mischelle and Keelee for preparing the
treats. Our order for five hundred pencils did not meet the demand so
we will double next year’s order. Plans for the Harvest Dinner are in
place. Thanks to Phyllis for the poster design and Margaret and Harlene
for distributing the posters.

December Communion set up will be overseen by Aurora and Melanie,
with Margaret setting up in January. Decorating for Advent will take
place Nov. 23 after church. Marilyn will buy needed replacement décor

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9



and lights. Help from the congregation is welcome and appreciated! The
Sunday School program is Dec. 21 with pizza and caroling to follow. You
are welcome to eat pizza whether you go caroling or not! Christmas
baskets will be passed out on Dec. 21 as well with specially made
ornaments by our Sunday School students!

New Business:

With a goal of having a variety of music that reaches all ages, we will be
passing a clipboard to record song suggestions from the congregation.
Children’s songs, contemporary Christian music, and traditional hymns
are all welcome! Of course, during Advent season, we will cover many
songs of the season.

Our Congregation will be collecting Christmas gift items for the Yankton
State Hospital (Human Services Center). Iltems needed are listed on the
collection box in the sanctuary, and cash donations are also welcome.

The Church Council will have a nominating meeting on Dec. 16 to fill open
positions on the boards. Terms have ended for Melanie and Blake, and
Phyllis has requested to go off the Diaconate Board.

Christmas Eve services are Wed. Dec. 24t at 4:00 PM for St. Onge and
5:30 PM for Belle Fourche. Aurora and Aiden Voyles (co-youth Diaconate
members) will hand out candles and help with lighting.

Next meeting is Dec. 3 at 5:30 PM. Pastor Chuck closed the meeting in
prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Melanie Anderson



15t Congregational UCC Trustees Meeting, November 11, 2025

Present: Dennis Simmons, Lyn Smeenk, Steve Kappes, Sandra Baker, Carol Umenthum, Pastor Chuck
Aurand.

Chairperson, Carol called the meeting to order at 5:28 PM
Pastor Chuck opened the meeting in prayer.

The group reviewed the October meeting minutes. Lyn moved to accept as presented. Passed

The group then reviewed the October Treasurer’s Report. Steve moved to accept, subject to audit.
Passed

Old Business:
Fire Extinguishers: Vanquish Fire, Aaron Shaw, inspected and replaced 3 outdated fire extinguishers.

Exit Signs: Michelle Reede gifted us a new packaged EXIT sign. Dennis moved to accept Michelle’s gift
and we will install it over one of the doors. Passed.

Carpet Cleaner will be here November 13 to clean carpets in the comfort room, lift room, stairwells and
hallway by day care rooms.

Kevin Fuhrer is working on fabricating the uprights for the new sign installation.

The Sanctuary piano will be tuned next month and we may have him do an initial tune-up evaluation on
the piano donated by Lanelle Cundall and the Sunday School room piano.

New Business:
The Denham family bequest had been put into a 2-year CD at Pioneer Bank.

Dennis moved to renew the $110,000 CD for one year with LPL, Harlan Stephens. Passed
Sandra Baker moved to designate Carol Umenthum and Steve Kappes as signees with LPL. Passed

Pastor Chuck gave his pastor report and submitted bills for reimbursement. Lyn moved to approve.
Passed

Steve brought up the slow kitchen sinks. The group appointed him to contact Todd Collins, “Joe Dirt” to
investigate the situation.

Pastor Chuck closed the meeting with prayer.
Adjourned: 6:58 PM

Upcoming meetings: Church Council By- Laws November 16, 6:00 PM
Nominating Committee will meet December 16, 5:30 PM
Trustees Budget meeting: Tuesday, December 9, 5:30 PM
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Worship Times Holy Communion 1
St Onge  8:30 a.m. ’ BF Deacon Mtg Y
; First Sunday of ; Ladies Luncheon
EFRCE 100 s each month S0, 11:30 a.m. at Los
Advent Study | 7p.m. Agaves Restaurant
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
BF Youth Sunday BF Trustee Mtg.
School | 9:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m. Advent Study | 7p.m.
BF Coffee Hour
following worship
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
8. GngS Coll=e Hollf January 2024 BF Naorrlngling Advent Study | 7 p.m. Blue Christmas

following worship Committee Mtg.

Newsletter Service | 5 p.m.
Deadline S p-m.
2 22 23 24 29 26 27
CHRISTMAS EVE CHRISTMAS DAY
Youth Christmas
Program, Caroling & Advent Study | 7 p.m. | St Onge| 4 p.m.
Christmas Basket BF UCC | 5:30 p.m.
Delivery.
28 29 30 31 LOOKING AHEAD:
HAPPY NEW YEAR Annual meetings to be
held on Jan. 25, 2026.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services Belle Fourche Caroling
We will host our annual Candlelight A-caroling we will go following
Christmas Eve Services in St. Onge at worship on December 21. Join us as
4 p.m., and in Belle Fourche at we deliver jO:QQ«x baskets to our
5:30 p.m. on Dec. 24. Candles and “super” senior members following our

glow sticks will be provided. regular scheduled service.




