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Pancake Supper

JOIN US ON ASH WEDNESDAY

Photo illustration donated by Phyllis Simmons

Ash Wednesday is Feb. 18. Services will be held at
noon in St. Onge and at 7 p.m. in Belle Fourche. We
welcome our entire yoked parish to join us for a
pancake supper to be held from 5:30-6:45 p.m.
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These are the cold days of February. Yet the chill remains outdoors
because of our covenant commitment to love and serve each other
in Jesus Christ. For in our unity of purpose, we can bask in the
warmth of our relationships. Our congregational leadership
includes our Trustees, Deacons, Sunday School Committee, as well
as our Moderator, Clerk, and Treasurers. During our Annual
Meeting (and within our worship prior to the Annual Meeting), we
pledged our recognition, our encouragement, and our support in
assisting all our volunteer-leaders. This support is unwavering and
complete within our practice of Christian unity. This said, questions
for clarification and information from our committees allows our
broader congregation to do their job in assisting in the work of the
congregation—which they pledged during our installation of
officers. | truly give thanks to God and Christ for the interest of our
members and the service of all our volunteer-leaders. Together,
and only together, are we equipped to serve the Lord in fullness.
To God be the glory! Amen.

Chuck Aurand, Pastor

MONTHLY

EVENTS

‘AT A GLANCFE’

Grief Support group
continues Spearfish UCC.
Meetings are at 5 p.m.
every Thursday. This
group is open to all who
have experienced the
loss of a loved one.

Youth Sunday School will
be held prior to the
regular service at 9:30
a.m. on Feb. 1. We are so
grateful for all our
teachers representing
the Christian Education
Board and look forward
to a great year!

Our “Coffee and
Conversation”
Fellowships have been
scheduled immediately
following the regular
services in Belle Fourche
on Feb. 1 and in St. Onge
on Feb. 8.

The UCC’s “One Great
Hour of Sharing” special
offering is coming up in
March. More details to
come.

Lent begins with Ash
Wednesday on February
18. Our Lenten Study will
begin at 7 p.m. on Feb.
25 in the Comfort Room.
This year, we will discuss
Adam Hamilton’s, “Why
Did Jesus Have to Die?”



BELLE FOUR CHE
Shawn Stinton 3
Kelly Keegan 3
Blake Hunter 6
Heather Murschel 12
Marilyn Hespe 19
Janice Stinton 22
Gracie Hunter 28

ST. ONGE
Paul Steiger 19
Delaney Campbell 28

BELLE FOUR CHE

Gary and Jean Helmer 8

YOUR GOD
CHOSEN

YOU

l"_ HOMEBOUND
~NMEMBERS

Tw oukr thougghlls — In o Prayers

Cheri Miller, Edgewood Vista

Betty Schnaible, Sundance Long Term Care & Rehab
Lydell Koerner, Rolling Hills Long Term Care

De Johnson, Belle Estates

To submit a prayer request, please call (605) 892-3402,
or e-mail ucc.bfso@gmail.com.

FEBRUARY
SCRIPTURES

Feb. 1 Matthew 5:1-12 Blessed Living
Feb. 8 Matthew 5:13-20 Restoring Beauty
Feb. 15 Matthew 17:1-9 Dazzling Reign
Feb. 22 Matthew 4:1-11 Abundant Grace
FINANCIALS
BELLE FOUR CHE | DECEMBER 2025
Beginning Balance $50,035.86
Deposits $10,764.61
Expenses $11,065.77

End of month $49,734.70
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Needed

Ushers

OPEN

Greelers

Feb. 1 OPEN
Feb. 8 OPEN
Feb. 15 OPEN
Feb. 22 OPEN

We need ushers
and greeters for
February.

Sign up, or call Heather
at (605) 892-3402. We
truly appreciate all the
volunteers who support
this congregation’s
mission. We could not
do it without you.

Snouwr Bemoval Crewr

Feb.1-7 Pearson
Feb. 8-14 Keith Umenthum & Scott Schuft
Feb.22-28 OPEN

Ui

w “ for coffee

& fellowship
e

Coffee & Fellowship in Belle Fourche will be
hosted by Carol Umenthum and Jean Helmer.
Please join us immediately following the
service at Belle Fourche UCC on Feb. 1 and on
Feb. 8 in St. Onge.

“WHY DID JESUS HAVE
TO DIE - THE MEANING
OF THE CRUCIFICTION

By Adam Hamilton

The New Testament authors didn’t
settle on one meaning of the crucifixion
but instead offered a dozen or more
metaphors to explain how it saves.
“Why Did Jesus Have to Die?” is a six-
week Lenten Study that focuses on the
struggle many of us feel when it comes
to explaining the death of Jesus, either
to yourself or your children. This is truly
a Lenten Study you’ve been waiting for!
Join us beginning on Feb. 25 at 7 p.m. in
the Belle Fourche Comfort Room.



2026 UCC 1%t Congregational Annual Meeting
January 25, 2026
The meeting was called to order immediately after the Church service by moderator, John King.
Opening prayer was given by Pastor Aurand.

Diane Kappes moved to give voice to our visitors. Seconded. Motion carried.
A motion was made by John Cooper for the approval of the 2025 Annual Meeting minutes. Seconded.
Motion carried.

Reports of the Committees were reviewed. A motion to approve the written Reports by Larry Praeger was
made. Seconded. Motion carried.

The proposed budget for the UCC was presented by Trustee Carol Umenthum. John Cooper motioned to
approve the budget. Seconded. Motion carried.

The Nominating Committee Report was reviewed. There were no nominations from the floor. There was a
motion by Pastor Aurand to elect the slate of nominees by acclamation. Without objection the Motion
carried.

Old Business
The proposed by-laws were presented. Blaine Anderson made a motion to accept the proposed by-laws
as submitted. Seconded.

Blaine Anderson moved the following amendments to the By-Laws.

e Page 3, Article V, Section 1: As written: “The call of an Ordained, Licensed or Authorized Minister...”
Insert prior: “The employment agreement or contract between a church and a minister is referred to
as a “call” and will be referred to as the call throughout this document.”

e Page 3, Article V, Section 3B: As written:” .... two thirds majority vote of members assembled for the
purpose of the call....” Replace the word “purpose” with the word “approval”.

e Page 7, Article IX, Section 1A: Add to the end: “Four members will be elected on even numbered years
and three members will be elected on odd numbered years.

e Page 7, Article 8, Section 6: As written, Pastor-Perish: Change the spelling to Pastor-Parish. As
written, “ordained minister” in the last sentence..... Change to licensed, ordained or commissioned
minister.

e Page 8, Article IX, Section 2A: Add to the end: “Three members will be elected on odd numbered years
and two members will be elected on even numbered years.

A motion to amend the motion to amend was made by Blake Hunter. The motion states: Upon dissolution
of the UCC of Belle Fourche, the assets of the church shall be distributed to the Belle Fourche ministries
of the current members’ choice. Seconded. Motion carried.

A motion to accept the slate of amendments into the proposed by-laws was made by John Cooper.
Seconded. Motion carried.

The original motion to adopt the proposed bylaws was then voted on. The motion to approve the
proposed bylaws as our church’s bylaws passed.

ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED ON PAGE 6



ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

New Business:

Informational items
e Marilyn Hespe spoke about new music options being considered by the Deacons.

e Jean Helmerinquired about what curriculum was being used for Sunday School.

e Harlene Hill requested that the back entrance be evaluated for updates for safety and comfort.

Moderator John King announced the date of January 24, 2027 as the date for next year’s Annual meeting.
Blaine Anderson made a motion to adjourn the meeting after the installation of officers. Seconded.

Motion carried.

A service for the Installation of Officers was held. All elected officers and committee members were
installed in their respective offices.

Respectfully submitted,

Diane Kappes, Clerk

LIST OF BF UCC’S OFFICERS

OFFICE:

Moderator
Clerk

General Funds Treasurer
Special Funds Treasurer

Financial Secretary
Auditor
Auditor

BOARD OF TRUSTEES:
Carol Umenthum, Chair

Sandra Baker
Steve Kappes
Mark Hespe
Scott Schuft

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION:

FOR 2026

John King

Diane Kappes

Jake O’'Byrne
Kathy King

Devin Stephens
Carole Zimmerman
Dan Kokesh

DIACONATE:

Marilyn Hespe, Chair
Margaret Shoemaker
Joann Stephens
Rhonda Fuhrer
Kristin Durr

Dick Holdhusen
Teresa Aspen

Samantha Hunter, Chair

Becky Bishop
Brianne Fox

NEED AN ANNUAL
MEETING REVIEW
PACKET?

We realize life can get busy, but
we want to make sure all of our
members are well-informed.

For those of you who could not
attend the Annual Meeting held
on Sunday, Jan. 25, 2026 and
would like to receive a packet of
all of the annual meeting
information — please contact
Heather Murschel, UCC Church
Secretary.

FAMILY FUN NIGHT?

The Board of Deacons are
looking for ideas for an upcoming
“Fun Night at the Church” series
to be held once or twice a month
If anyone has any ideas, please let
us know.



Ist Congregational UCC Trustees Meeting — January 13, 2026

Present: Lyn Smeenk, Steve Kappes, Dennis Simmons, Carol Umenthum, Sandra Baker and
Pastor Chuck Aurand.

Chairperson Carol called the January 13 meeting to order at 5:32 PM. Pastor Chuck led the
group with an opening prayer.

The group reviewed and discussed the minutes from the December 2025 meeting. Lyn moved
to approve the minutes as presented. Passed.

The Financial Reports were then reviewed for December and the year 2025. Dennis moved to
approve as presented, pending audit. Passed.

The church received a grant from the Webster Family Legacy Fund for $1500 to be used for
charitable giving.

Steve moved to approve Carol’s authorization to move monies from capital outlay to the
general fund to reimburse for sealing of the parking lot. Passed.

Business: The church ordered and received two new exit signs with spotlights to be installed
at a later time.

Kitchen sink: Steve worked on opening the drains in the kitchen and they seen to be working
better.

Main floor Ladies bathroom: Keith and Carol Umenthum got quotes for a Hi-Rise stool from
Wells Plumbing. Steve made a motion to install a Hi-Rise toilet and grab bars in one of the stalls
in the women’s bathroom by the sanctuary. Passed.

Keith Umenthum is looking into sheet rocking the block walls in the Sunday School room. This
may be a late spring or summer project.

The group went over the proposed 2026 budget. We reviewed, discussed and adjusted a few
items. Sandra moved that the budget be presented to the church council on January 20" for
final approval. Passed.

We want to thank outgoing trustees Lyn and Dennis for their dedication, service and work on
the Trustees and for our church.

Pastor Chuck gave a closing prayer. The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 PM.
The next meeting will be Tuesday, February 10 at 5:30 PM.

Submitted by: Sandra Baker, secretary




UCC Church Council Meeting

January 20, 2026

Members Present- John King, Carol Umenthum, Margaret Shoemaker, Pastor Aurand, Diane Kappes.
Moderator John King called the meeting to order at 5pm.
Opening Prayer by Pastor Aurand.

Diaconate Report by Margaret Shoemaker. The Christmas decorations have been taken down. The
December attendance at Sunday Services was 342. Phyllis Simmons calls the shut-in’s and sends cards.
She is going to continue doing this and sending the report to the deaconate. There will be a pancake
supper at the church from 5:30 to 6:45 for Ash Wednesday on February 18™,

Trustees Report by Carol Umenthum.” Exit lights are being replaced in the church a few at a time. The
outside sign is ready to be installed when Kevin Fuhrer has time to assist. The lady’s upstairs bathroom
will be getting a replacement toilet that is taller. Grab bars will also be installed. The trustees have
received quotes for the labor and materials. The Sunday school room is going to be worked on in the
timeframe of late spring to early summer.

Pastor’s Report- The church is in good order- Cl?ristian Education is going great with attendance and
participation. Music has been well received, with both traditional hymns and lyric video songs.

Joe Royall-McKeown, the president of the St. Onge Congregation visited our meeting. He spoke about the
St. Onge Church. They have a project starting- to spruce up their outside sign. The average attendance
for the St. Onge church in 2025 was 11.9. A copy of the Proposed Budget was given to him.

Old Business- Nominations are complete

New Business-The Proposed Budget was discussed. There was a motion by Margaret Shoemaker to
accept the proposed budget. It was seconded. Motion carried. There was a motion by Carol Umenthum
to recommend the proposed budget at the annual meeting. It was seconded. Motion carried.

The Annual Meeting was discussed. The 2027 Annual Meeting will be held January 25, 2027.
The next Church Council meeting will be March 17 at 5pm.
Closing Prayer by Pastor Aurand.

Meeting adjourned at 6:20.

Respectfully Submitted,

| Diane Kappes




Diaconate Minutes 1/7/2026
Members in attendance: Marilyn, Phyllis, Margaret, Aurora, Melanie

Phyllis led the opening prayer, which was followed by reviewing the January
minutes and bills presented. The minutes were approved with one correction, and
bills for the Christmas baskets, pizza lunch, and mailing the donations to Yankton
were approved. Several thank you notes for the Christmas baskets were shared
with the group. Attendance for December was 342. Phyllis gave the shut-in report,
and we added three new names to the calling list.

Old Business:

Updates were made to the list of names and addresses for the Christmas baskets.
Margaret has a large Nativity set she would like to donate to the church for use
next Christmas. A small Nativity set will be purchased to replace our current one
due wear and tear. The box for the Yankton State Hospital needed to be mailed
due to weather affecting travel/drop off. Discussion was held as to making a
monetary donation in December instead of collecting items. Church-by-law
changes will be discussed at the Annual Meeting on Jan. 25 after church. Margaret
and Marilyn will set up Communion for February 1. Music options continue to be
explored.

New Business:

Pancakes and sausage will be served on Ash Wednesday from 5:30-6:45 PM prior
to the 7:00 PM service. Discussion was held concerning pulpit supply, church
service at Placerville, and church in the park.

New Diaconate members are Kristen Durr, Dick Holdhusen, Rhonda Fuhrer, Teresa
Aspen, and Joann Stephens. The next meeting is Feb. 4 at 5:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Melanie Anderson




‘FEEDING MY SHEEP

A CALL TO ACTION FROM BLACK HILLS
ASSOCIATION - UCC

FIGHTING

HUNGER
TOGETHER

Food banks rely on the generosity
and creativity of individuals and
communities to keep their mission
alive.

No matter how you choose to
support YOUR LOCAL food bank - we
want to celebrate your efforts.

We encourage everyone to e-mail
photos and share your progress by
e-mailing Melinda Williams at
misswillyb00@gmail.com.

HOWTO HELP

e Donate to, or volunteer

for “Meals-on-Wheels.”

Organize a fundraiser or
social media campaign.

Support your school’s
“Back Pack” program.

Volunteer at YOUR local
food pantry or with
Feeding South Dakota.

Coordinate community
events to raise money and
donations for your local
food pantry.

Contact your local and
state politicians to inform
them how vital SNAP is for
our local families.

OUR 2025-2026 ASSOCIATION MISSION INITIATIVE
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