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JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY 
St Onge UCC           8:30 a.m. 
Belle Fourche UCC  10:00 a.m. 
COMMUNION ON THE FIRST SUNDAY OF FEBRUARY 
Facebook & Online at www.bfsoucc.org 
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These are the cold days of February.  Yet the chill remains outdoors 
because of our covenant commitment to love and serve each other 
in Jesus Christ.  For in our unity of purpose, we can bask in the 
warmth of our relationships.  Our congregational leadership 
includes our Trustees, Deacons, Sunday School Committee, as well 
as our Moderator, Clerk, and Treasurers.  During our Annual 
Meeting (and within our worship prior to the Annual Meeting), we 
pledged our recognition, our encouragement, and our support in 
assisting all our volunteer-leaders.  This support is unwavering and 
complete within our practice of Christian unity.  This said, questions 
for clarification and information from our committees allows our 
broader congregation to do their job in assisting in the work of the 
congregation—which they pledged during our installation of 
officers.  I truly give thanks to God and Christ for the interest of our 
members and the service of all our volunteer-leaders.  Together, 
and only together, are we equipped to serve the Lord in fullness.   
To God be the glory!  Amen.   
Chuck Aurand, Pastor 

 

MONTHLY 

EVENTS 

‘AT A GLANCE’ 

 
• Grief Support group 

continues Spearfish UCC. 
Meetings are at 5 p.m. 
every Thursday. This 
group is open to all who 
have experienced the 
loss of a loved one.  

 
• Youth Sunday School will 

be held prior to the 
regular service at 9:30 
a.m. on Feb. 1. We are so 
grateful for all our 
teachers representing 
the Christian Education 
Board and look forward 
to a great year! 

 
• Our “Coffee and 

Conversation” 
Fellowships have been 
scheduled immediately 
following the regular 
services in Belle Fourche 
on Feb. 1 and in St. Onge 
on Feb. 8.  

 
• The UCC’s “One Great 

Hour of Sharing” special 
offering is coming up in 
March. More details to 
come. 

 
• Lent begins with Ash 

Wednesday on February 
18.  Our Lenten Study will 
begin at 7 p.m. on Feb. 
25 in the Comfort Room. 
This year, we will discuss 
Adam Hamilton’s, “Why 
Did Jesus Have to Die?”  

Ash Wednesday is Feb. 18. Services will be held at 
noon in St. Onge and at 7 p.m. in Belle Fourche. We 
welcome our entire yoked parish to join us for a 
pancake supper to be held from 5:30-6:45 p.m. 

 

Pancake Supper 

Photo illustration donated by Phyllis Simmons 

A note from the Pastor 

JOIN US ON ASH WEDNESDAY 



 

Belle Fourche 
 

Shawn Stinton    3 
Kelly Keegan    3 
Blake Hunter    6 
Heather Murschel  12 
Marilyn Hespe      19 
Janice Stinton  22 
Gracie Hunter   28 

 

St. Onge 
 

Paul Steiger   19 
Delaney Campbell  28 
 
 
 

Belle Fourche 
 

Gary and Jean Helmer     8 
 
 
 

Financials 

Belle Fourche | DECEMBER 2025 

 
Beginning Balance          $50,035.86 
           Deposits         $10,764.61 
          Expenses         $11,065.77 
 
End of month                    $49,734.70 

 

 
 

 

 
   

                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

      
 

     

          

 

            

      

       

 

                

 

 

 
   

Cheri Miller, Edgewood Vista 

Betty Schnaible, Sundance Long Term Care & Rehab 

Lydell Koerner, Rolling Hills Long Term Care 

De Johnson, Belle Estates 

 
To submit a prayer request, please call (605) 892-3402, 

 or e-mail ucc.bfso@gmail.com. 

FEBRUARY 

scriptures 
 

Feb. 1   Matthew 5:1-12  Blessed Living 
Feb. 8   Matthew 5:13-20 Restoring Beauty 
Feb. 15 Matthew 17:1-9 Dazzling Reign  
Feb. 22 Matthew 4:1-11  Abundant Grace 
 

In our thoughts – In our Prayers 



 

Feb.  1         OPEN 
Feb.  8          OPEN 
Feb. 15        OPEN 
Feb.  22       OPEN 

Greeters 

Feb. 1-7    Pearson 
Feb. 8-14   Keith Umenthum & Scott Schuft 

 Feb. 22-28 OPEN 
 

Ushers 

“WHY DID JESUS HAVE 

TO DIE – ThE MEANING 

OF THE CRUCIFICTION 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Snow Removal Crew 

OPEN 

We need ushers 

and greeters for 

February. 

 
Sign up, or call Heather 

at (605) 892-3402. We 

truly appreciate all the 

volunteers who support 

this congregation’s 

mission. We could not 

do it without you.  

  

Coffee & Fellowship in Belle Fourche will be 

hosted by Carol Umenthum and Jean Helmer. 

Please join us immediately following the 

service at Belle Fourche UCC on Feb. 1 and on 

Feb. 8 in St. Onge.  

 

The New Testament authors didn’t 
settle on one meaning of the crucifixion 
but instead offered a dozen or more 
metaphors to explain how it saves. 
“Why Did Jesus Have to Die?” is a six-
week Lenten Study that focuses on the 
struggle many of us feel when it comes 
to explaining the death of Jesus, either 
to yourself or your children. This is truly 
a Lenten Study you’ve been waiting for! 
Join us beginning on Feb. 25 at 7 p.m. in 
the Belle Fourche Comfort Room. 
 
 

By Adam Hamilton 



 

 

ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 



 

NEED AN ANNUAL 

MEETING REVIEW 

PACKET? 

   We realize life can get busy, but 
we want to make sure all of our 
members are well-informed. 
For those of you who could not 
attend the Annual Meeting held 
on Sunday, Jan. 25, 2026 and 
would like to receive a packet of 
all of the annual meeting 
information – please contact 
Heather Murschel, UCC Church 
Secretary. 

 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT? 

   The Board of Deacons are 
looking for ideas for an upcoming 
“Fun Night at the Church” series 
to be held once or twice a month 
If anyone has any ideas, please let 
us know.     

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 

LIST OF BF UCC’s Officers 

FOR 2026 

OFFICE:     
   

Moderator    John King 
Clerk     Diane Kappes  
General Funds Treasurer   Jake O’Byrne 
Special Funds Treasurer  Kathy King 
Financial Secretary    Devin Stephens 
Auditor     Carole Zimmerman 
Auditor     Dan Kokesh  
 

 
 
 

DIACONATE: 
Marilyn Hespe, Chair 
Margaret Shoemaker 
Joann Stephens 
Rhonda Fuhrer 
Kristin Durr 
Dick Holdhusen 
Teresa Aspen 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 
Carol Umenthum, Chair 
Sandra Baker 
Steve Kappes 
Mark Hespe 
Scott Schuft 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 
Samantha Hunter, Chair 
Becky Bishop 
Brianne Fox 



 

 



 

 



 

 



  



 

 

 


