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JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY 
St Onge UCC           8:30 a.m. 
Belle Fourche UCC  10:00 a.m. 
COMMUNION ON THE FIRST SUNDAY OF APRIL 
Facebook & Online at www.bfsoucc.org 
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Belle Fourche 
 

Lorene Goodwin    7 
Margy Kokesh    9 
Brian Aspen     9 
Rosemary McMahon 16 
Brooklyn Moser      19 
Delores West   23 
Joyce Drabek  23 
Jim Kokesh   27 
Rhonda Fuhrer  29 
Amanda Moser  30 
 
 
 

Cheri Miller, Edgewood Vista 

Betty Schnaible, Sundance Long Term Care & Rehab 

Lydell Koerner, Rolling Hills 

De Johnson, Belle Estates 

 
To submit a prayer request, please call (605) 892-3402, 

 or e-mail ucc.bfso@gmail.com. 

APRIL 

scriptures 
 

Financials 

Belle Fourche | MARCH 2026 

 
Beginning Balance           $51,806.13 
           Deposits            $7,910.89 
          Expenses            $7,227.36 
 
End of Month                      $52,678.12 

In our thoughts – In our Prayers 

 

ST. ONGE 
 

Joslyn Russell  19 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
   

                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

  

      
 

     

          

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 
  

 

April 5  John 20:1-18  Easter Sunday 
April 12 John 20:19-31  Holy Language 
April 19 Luke 24:13-35  Breaking Bread 
April 26 Psalm 23           Powerful Witness 
 

ATTENTION GRADUATES! 

UCC Scholarship Applications 
Due by May 15, 2026 

     The South Dakota Conference of the 
UCC values education and wants to 
support young people who have answered 
the call to pursue a profession in ministry.  
   Scholarships are available and the 
deadline to apply is May 15, 2026. Contact 
Jane Estrada at info@ucctcm.org for more 
information.  
    Whether you are choosing to pursue 
programs within the state of South Dakota 
– or abroad, please know that there are 
special funds earmarked for high school 
seniors, undergraduates or those students 
already enrolled in graduate studies.  
   Scholarships are also available to those 
entering into ministry as a second career.  
 



 

April   5    Harlene Hill 
April 12   Dick Holdhusen 
April 19   OPEN 
April 26   OPEN 

Greeters Ushers 

NEWS & NOTES 

‘AT A GLANCE’ 
 
 

• We are looking for volunteers 
to assist with lawncare 
throughout the spring and 
summer months. To 
volunteer, please use the 
signup sheet, which is 
available in the back of the 
sanctuary.  
 

 

• We’d like to thank everyone 
for the remarkable turnout 
for our Ash Wednesday 
Pancake Supper on Feb. 18. 
We yielded around 25 guests, 
and the event raised $65 after 
expenses.  

 
• The final session of our 

Lenten Study will be at 7 p.m. 
on April 1. Pastor Chuck 
Aurand is leading the six-week 
series that focuses on Adam 
Hamilton’s book, “Why Did 
Jesus Have to Die.” A group of 
around six members have 
been regularly attending the 
sessions to explore how the 
role of Jesus’ crucifixion 
represents a supreme act of 
love and atonement. 
 

• The South Dakota UCC 
Conference is holding a 
special budget meeting on 
April 21, 2026. You are invited 
to participate.  See page 5 for 
the QR code to register.      
For more information, please 
call (515) 809-7775 or email 
kim@ucctcm.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marilyn Johnson 
Kristin Durr 
Steven Kappes 
OPEN 
 
 

As part of our mission to give back to the community, our 
congregation has played an integral role in supporting the 
Compassion Cupboard through our donations and volunteer 
work. Pictured are Maxine Mosbrucker, Diane Kappes, Melanie 
Anderson and Marilyn Johnson – all of whom helped stock 
shelves at the pantry on March 10. Our next “workday” at the 
Compassion Cupboard is scheduled from 2pm to 6pm on May 21. 
Please consider helping to alleviate food insecurity in our 
community. In the meantime, our “Feed the Sheep” campaign is 
still underway and some of the more immediate needs for our 
local food pantry include frozen fruits and vegetables, flour, 
sugar, instant potatoes, baby formula and hygiene products.  

‘FEEDING THE SHEEP’ 

in action 



 

St. James Lutheran Church hosted World Day of Prayer in Belle Fourche on March 6. Organizers said around 75 women 
throughout the community gathered to promote justice and equality through prayer. This year’s theme mirrored the 
lessons from the scripture of Matthew 11:28-30 – which reads, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” Accompanying this material was an inspirational 
expose by women of Nigeria focused on finding spiritual and physical rest in God amidst burdens like poverty, trauma, 
and systemic oppression. Courtesy photos 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 

I will give you rest: Come 

World Day of Prayer Gathering Highlights God’s Grace & Power of Prayer 

The Earth Summit will be 
remotely broadcasted 

beginning at 11 a.m. on April 
25, 2026. Anyone interested in 
viewing the lineup of speakers 

can register in advance at 
www.ucc.org/event/2026-

earth-summit. Rev. Dr. 
Kenneith Samuel, pastor of 

Victory for the World Church in 
Decatur, Ga., is the keynote 

speaker and he will focus on 
the scripture from Jeremiah 
29:11 “A Future with Hope.” 

 



 

Members of the Board of Deacons 
initiated a library rejuvenation project 
in January and are now asking 
members to provide book 
recommendations so they can begin 
to replenish the shelves. Several 
volunteers sifted through our 
collection and donated “outdated” 
books to our local community in order 
to make room for a new collection 
that will entice readers of all ages. If 
you have a recommendation for a 
book you’d like to see us purchase as 
a church, a sign-up sheet has been 
placed in the library, or you can email 
ucc.bfso@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

  

On March 22, our congregation 
received its annual “One Great 

Hour of Sharing” – a special 
offering of the United Church 

of Christ that supports partners 
worldwide with ministries that 

fund health, education, and 
agricultural development. We 

truly appreciate the generosity 
of both our Belle Fourche and 

St. Onge congregation this 
year. According to UCC 

Financial Secretary Devin 
Stephens, a total of $433 was 

raised in Belle Fourche and $40 
was raised in St. Onge. 

 



 

 

UCC BOARD MEETING MINUTES | MARCH 2026 



 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Reprinted from the 

UCC DAILY DEVOTIONAL 

 

Sign up at: 

https://www.ucc.org/daily-devotional/ 

“Easter is for You” 
by Cornershop Creative | published on Apr 16, 2017 

 

“Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.” 

1 Corinthians 15:20 

 

   Mary Magdalene stumbled through the dawn until “Christ is risen” destroyed her faith 

in the grave. Mary heard it first, early in the morning. Death had been defeated. Not just 

Christ’s, but because of his, hers as well. 

    How long did it take the news to reach Pontius Pilate? You know he heard it. 

Whispered as a rumor or hollered by a preacher. “Easter is for you, Pontius Pilate!” 

    History suggests he didn’t believe a word.  Imagine if he had. 

    Pilate could have changed. Easter could have healed whatever demon drove him. Why 

keep a death grip on power when you’ve been handed eternity? Pilate could have been 

transformed. 

   He had his chance. And he kept his faith in the grave. It’s too late for him. 

 

   But not for you. Will Easter change you? 

 

   You could listen to wounded people tell their stories long after boredom has set in.                 

You could let harried young parents go before you at the grocery store. Only a fool wants 

to rush through eternity. You could forgive. Forever is far too long to bear a grudge. You 

could call your loved ones from the office, pull your children out of school for a day at 

the zoo, stare at the sky for 45 minutes without moving, letting your soul become 

coordinated to the rhythm of spring breeze, blue sky, early daffodil. 

    You could go deeper, let down all of your defenses, take off all your armor. You don’t 

need it anymore. Death itself has been defeated. Breathe deep. Live easy. Take a step 

toward heaven. Not by dying, but by realizing that death has been destroyed. Eternity has 

just begun. Christ is risen! Not as an isolated miracle, but as the first of many.  

    Get ready. You might be next. 

 

Prayer 

Thank you, God! We don’t understand Easter, but we grab ahold of it anyhow, rejoicing, 

unnerved and grateful as you lift us up with Jesus.  Amen. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


