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Cory Voyles 21
Kathryn Anderson 22
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Austin Bishop 26
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Dalton McMahon 30
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Josh Russell 17
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OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS

Cheri Miller, Edgewood Vista
Betty Schnaible, Sundance Long
Term Care & Rehab

Lydell Koerner, Rolling Hills

De Johnson, Belle Estates

THANK YOU
--¢BLUNTEE

They say that it takes a village,
and our congregation is filled with
individuals who put time and effort
into sustaining our mission. You
freely offer your time, skills, and
energy to support the
administrative, operational, and
spiritual needs of the church and
community.

Our volunteers are the backbone
of this congregation.

| wanted to take this moment to
thank all of those who volunteer.
To all the ushers, greeters and
liturgists who show up every
Sunday to provide a welcoming
smile and spiritual guidance -
thank you. For everyone who
volunteers to keep our “Coffee and
Fellowship” events a success —you
are appreciated.

To the ladies who organize the
“Ladies Luncheon,” your
dedication to fellowship is awe
inspiring!

To our Compassion Cupboard
volunteers — you are incredible!

For all of you who helped with
snow removal this winter, who
continue to help mow our lawn,
and ensure our flower garden
continues to bloom —thank youl!

To every single member of our
Board of Trustees, the Board of
Deacons and our Church Council —
your due diligence and your
guidance has been remarkable in
ensuring our church remains
financially viable and a beacon in
our community.

To all of those who assist with
our children’s youth activities and
Sunday School programs — wow!
We are so incredibly grateful for
your time and your efforts.

And for those who have
donated their expertise and
“muscle” to improve our grounds,
assist with various property
improvement projects —we
cannot express just how much
your efforts have continued to
improve our mission.

That provides spiritual
guidance, hope and
love. If you, or someone
you know, would benefit
from the power of prayer,
please let us know by

/Proyer is a powerful tool \

calling (605) 892-3402.
\ -/
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CHURCH
PICNIC

AUGUST 22

Placerville Camp is hosting a “Church Picnic” on Sunday, August 22.

We invite everyone in our congregation to come and enjoy the solace
and peace that outdoor ministries can provide — time away from the
ordinariness of our lives. Contact the Belle Fourche UCC Office for more
information at (605) 892-3402 or visit www.placervillecamp.net.



A beacon of welcome

New sign installed on church grounds

After almost three years of
planning, we are thrilled to
announce our new sign was
installed at the end of June.
Thank you to everyone who
helped bring this project to
fruition, including the Board of
Trustees and the Belle Fourche
High School students who
helped with its design and
fabrication. Pictured are Keith
Umenthem, Scott Schuft, Steve
Kappes, Kevin Fuhrer. Special
thanks to Carol Umenthum for
the picture. The installation
was a success, and its presence
will act as a beacon of welcome
for years to come.

The new awning has been installed at our west entrance. We are receiving incredible feedback from our
members about how this improvement project will make a remarkable difference. We thank everyone for
supporting this $7,000 endeavor and for the $6,190 in donations we have received during our brief campaign.
We also want to thank Black Hills Tent and Awning for their efficiency, kindness and expertise!
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Nearly 20 members volunteered their time UCC MEMBER
during our Spring Cleanup Day last month. The Clay Anderson honored for his
fruits of their efforts have resulted in bountiful dedication to interscholastic
bloom:s. athletics

After dedicating 35 years in K-12
education, marked by dedication
to teaching, coaching and athletic
administration — UCC Member
Clay Anderson was inducted into
the South Dakota Interscholastic
Athletic Administrators
Association Hall of Fame (SDIAAA)
in May 2026. He and his wife
Melanie have been remarkable
members of our congregation,

and our sincere congratulations

4 X
goes out to Clay for this
CHURCH N substantial recognition.

Photo courtesy Black Hills Pioneer

OFFICE STAFF “%2 W
PASTOR CHUCK AURAND

(605) 569-3131 A sacrament of Christian Baptism was held on June 28, 2026
for Eva Sue Hunter who was born on March 14, 2026. Present

SECRETARY HEATHER MURSCHEL . \were her parents Blake and Samantha Hunter, siblings Gracie

{605] 6333033 and Jaimie Jo Hunter, and god-parents Ty and Serena Lorenz.



Campaign to spread
kindness gains momentum
- join in on the movement

The UCC is part of this
collaborative effort to
challenge all Americans to
complete and share 250 acts
of kindness through 2026.
The “United States of
Kindness,” was initiated by
the “Values in Action
Foundation,” in January to
encourage compassion and
communities to stay
engaged.
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Unilted States

OF KINDNESS

Share a moment of
kindness you

We are encouraging witnessed or
members of our experienced. Your
congregation to learn more  story helps inspire
about this campaign and others and keeps the
continue to contribute toits movement growing at
momentum. usofkindness.org.
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NEWS & NOTES

Please take notice that communion for July,
has been moved to Sunday, July 12.

Can we all scream for ice cream! We are
blessed to host our “Ice Cream Socials” in
Herrmann Park” once again this summer.
Stop over to support our efforts and enjoy
the Summer Concert Music Series at 7 p.m.
onJuly 8, 15, 22, and 29.

Our workday at the Compassion Cupboard is
from 9 a.m. to noon on Tuesday, July 28.
Anyone interested in helping, can contact
office secretary Heather Murschel for more
information. To date, we have made a
significant impact through our “feed the
sheep” campaign through our time, efforts
and generous donations. This includes the
Butte County Badgers who have made several
donations to the cause.

Congratulations to our very own Pastor Chuck
Aurand who has volunteered his time to
assist with coaching the Knowledge Bowl
team for Belle Fourche Middle School
students this coming fall. Way to help our
youth in this community!

Free breakfast and lunch for our kids! Hats off
to Belle Fourche School District for helping to
support our local families! Up until July 10,
staff at South Park Elementary are serving
breakfast from 7:45 to 8:30 a.m. and serving
lunch from 11:30 a.m. to 12:35 p.m. Spread
the word.

MAY 2026 FINANCIALS

First Congregational Church,
Belle Fourche

Beginning Balance $50,554.39

Deposits $10,391.56
Expenses $8,603.38
End of Month $52,342.57

GOSPEL READINGS

July 5 Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
July 12 Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
July 19 Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
June 28 Maftthew 10:40-42



MEETING
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Diaconate Meeting Minutes 06/03/2026

Members in attendance: Pastor Chuck, Marilyn Hespe, Joann Stephens, Teresa Aspen, Dick Holdhusen,
Margaret Shoemaker, Kristin Durr and Rhonda Fuhrer.

Pastor Chuck began the meeting with an opening prayer.

The minutes from the previous meeting were read and approved.

Bills presented included expenses/reimbursements to Joann and Marilyn for the graduation cakes. Also
reimbursed were costs for the carnations for Mother’s Day to Samantha Hunter, and gifts for the Sunday
school teachers purchased by Rhonda.

Pastor Chuck read the Pastor’s Report, which included church and church leadership meetings, special
services, church functions, and community service such as the Ministerial Meeting, Compassion
Cupboard and fundraiser, St. Onge Memorial Day Service chaplain prayer, and BF School District
Response Team counseling after the Sawyer Eck drowning death. Pastor Chuck has been asked to coach
the BF Middle School Knowledge Bowl Team, and has accepted the position.

Communications: “Thank You" cards and notes were received from Gavin Pearson, thanking the
congregation for the graduation cake and support, and from our church secretary Heather, for the card,
plant and kindness shown after the loss of her father.

Attendance for worship in May was 195.

Margaret read the “Shut-In Report”. Those called are always appreciative of the contact.

There were no membership changes or congregational concerns reported to the diaconate.

Old Business: June 7" communion: Dick and Joann will prepare. July 12th communion: Kristin and
Marilyn; August 2™ communion: Dick and Teresa. Margaret will provide the bread for each communion
service. The cornhole booth at the PTO carnival in May was well received; discussion was held regarding
possibly giving out pencils next year. The diaconate will provide ice cream for a free-will donation during
the Summer Concert in the Park performances. Two members are needed to prepare by 6:30 PM for each
concert: July 8th--Kristin and Rhonda; July 15th--Teresa and Dick; July 22nd--Marilyn and Dick; July
29th--Kristin and Margaret. Rhonda will keep all supplies stocked. The church “spring clean-up day"
was very successful. Additional projects not completed were discussed; such as repainting the bathroom
registers. Church library books still need to be reviewed before donating. The church pianist’s practice
schedule was discussed. She will be absent on June 7th and 14th.

New Business: Margaret read the Church Council Report. Pastor Chuck has no definitive vacation dates
at this time. The church picnic at Placerville Camp will be on August 22™. Worship in the Park will be on
September 13%; Dick will provide music. Joann will send a sympathy card to the family of former
member Hal Jewett, who passed away recently.

The meeting was adjourned, and Pastor Chuck closed with a prayer.

There will be no meeting in July; the next diaconate meeting will be August 5th at 5:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Teresa Aspen, secretary



1%t Congregational UCC Board of Trustees Meeting — June 9, 2026
Present: Steve Kappes, Carol Umenthum, Mark Hespe, Pastor Chuck Aurand.
Chairperson Carol called the meeting to order and asked Pastor Chuck to open the meeting with prayer.
The minutes of the May 2026 meeting were reviewed. Steve moved to approve the minutes. Passed

The May 2026 Financial Reports were reviewed. Steve MOVED that the May Financial reports be
received subject to audit. SECONDED. PASSED.

OLD BUSINESS

Carol reported that the West Door Awning is already being fabricated and covering material is being
worked up. A family within the congregation asked if a seat could be placed/made for the West Entrance.
This was discussed and Steve is looking into possibilities. Another family in the congregation inquired if a
doorbell/buzzer/light could be installed for the West Door to alert members of someone in need of
assistance to open the.door. Steve is looking into a push-button automated door opener and other
options.

Carol reported that the workday went very well with about 16 individuals cleaning up the church. A
member is going to purchase additional flowers for the garden area. Larry P. got our sprinkler system
running. Appreciation to all who participated ih the church Spring workday.

The retaining wall continues to need work to repair it. Shawn S. donated a bucket full of stone for the
facade reconstruction. Mark will reach out to some of our membership who have masonry experience.

NEW BUSINESS

The VFW would like to purchase the second metal cabinet in the old High School room upstairs for
$75.00. After discussion, Mark MOVED to sell the cabinet to the VFW for $75. SECOND. Motion
PASSED.

The Outside Church sign and a new plastic covering for the table in the Comfort Room were reviewed.
Steve said that the table covering material has arrived and is ready to be cut to size.

The capital campaign to raise money for the West Door project was reviewed. It was reported that
$1900 was received/pledged already. The target amount is $7000.

Pastoral reimbursements for April and May were presented by the Pastor. Steve MOVED that the
reimbursements be paid. SECONDED. Motion passed.

The next meeting will be Tuesday, July 14, 5:30 PM
The meeting adjourned with prayer by Pastor Chuck at 7:00 PM

Submitted by,
Pastor Chuck Aurand
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July 2026

Worship Times

ArQnge 880 e Cowboy Band in Parade begins at
BFUCC 10:00 a.m. Herrmann Park, 5 pm 10:30 am

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

BF Coffee Hour Ice Cream in
following worship Herrmann Park, 7 pm

Communion 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

BF Trustees Mtg,
5:30 pm

Ice Creamin
Herrmann Park, 7 pm

SO Coffee Hour
following worship

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

Ice Creamin
Herrmann Park, 7 pm

26 27 28 29 30 31

Compassion Ice Creamin
Cupboard, Herrmann Park, 7 pm

9am to noon

Concerts in the Park Happy Fourth of July
We will be serving ice cream with all The church parking lot is available for
the fixings during the concerts your use during the Fourth of July

scheduled through the Belle Fourche festivities, so come watch the parade

Arts Council. A free-will donation is from our lawn.
more than appreciafed. Come fo Compassion Cupboard volunteers
Herrmann Park this month and enjoy are needed for our July workday from

the music ... and the ice cream. 9 am -noon on Tuesday, July 28.



